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Changes in policies and 
workforce also took place 
and were commended by 
the founders. “It is so 
touching to see new 

generation making a stand 
and injecting new life and 
vigor to the organization.” 
added Cora Ismarin, an 
original prime mover. 
Inspired by the objectives of 
STI and the dedication of 
Mr. and Mrs. Tria made 
Marisa Robles, the newly 
elected Chairman of the 
Board and a well respected 
member of the Filipino-
American community, 
joined the organization.   
 
Maintaining a non-profit 
organization like STI 
demands great deal of time, 
effort and tons of patience. 
Setbacks encountered by the 
group are regarded as 
challenges instead of 

Save A Tahanan Movement 
(STM) was born. 
 
“We did fund-raising 
activities like garage sales, 
dinner dances and 
Christmas caroling to set-
off our mission.” recalls 
Magdalena Barra, pioneer 
of the project and still an 
active member of the 
board. Quietly, the project 
started making good 
proceedings. A good 
number of generous donors 
and friends kept the wheels 
of change rolling and the 
scope of pilot project 
started to grow. 
 
The number of 
beneficiaries grew from the 
ten families to more than 
800 families today. “Not 
even in our wildest dreams 
did we imagine that it will 
expand into this 
magnitude.” said Honesto 
Tria, another member of the 
founding group and STI’s 
longest running president. 
In time, changes were made 
in the infrastructure to 
accommodate for the 
increase in the number of 
beneficiaries. The 
management of the project 
required additional staff and 
financing.  
 
In 1990, the US group 
became officially registered 
as a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization as Save A 
Tahanan, Inc. (STI). This 
non-profit status facilitated 
fund-raising activities. 

Twenty years ago, the 
Calabanga Association of 
America was searching for a 
meaningful way to provide 
financial help to ten families 
from their hometown of 
Calabanga, Camarines Sur. 
They wanted their help to be 
one that would allow the 
families to become self-
sufficient. 
 
Fortunately, Mrs. Casilda 
Ramos and Mr. Antonio 
Santiago, two seasoned 
social workers in the 
Philippines, needed partners 
in their plan to give poor 
people in rural areas access 
to low interest loans. Their 
proposed project included 
money management training 
and life skills development.  
The members of Calabanga 
Association of America 
were excited about the 
project and agreed to work 
on obtaining financing. 

obstacles. “Teamwork 
among donors, volunteers 
and beneficiaries plays an 
important part in our 20 
years of operation.” 
concluded Noel Parato, 
STI’s energetic vice-
president.  
 

STI’s efforts did not fail to 
draw attention from 
government and other 
organizations both here and 
the Philippines.  
 
Everyone is in unison in the 
fulfillment they get from 
making a difference in the 
economic and social 
landscape of marginalized 
families. “At the end of the 
day, the results are really 
gratifying, seeing families 
having steady source of 
income to support their 
needs and fulfill their 
dreams. Our stewardship is 
love and faith in action and 
we vow to continue what we 
started.” concluded 
Mr. Tria. ☼ 
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The Consul General (in middle) graced us with her presence at our 20th Anniversary Dinner Dance 

Backyard Project:  Ampalaya Grower Recognition from State of California, 2005 

Visit with Carinderia Owner Christmas Caroling to raise funds 
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STI’s Reason For Existence 

STM Seminar 

Golfing for Charity 

Consulting with Mr. Antonio Santiago 

STM Headquarters 

Pastores 



Finding Oneself 
Manuel recalls the maltreat-
ment he received from his 
own parents and siblings 
when he was growing up. 
“They would beat me up for 
no reasons, and blamed me 
for all our hardships and 
misfortunes,” he added. 
Like most parents with gay 
children, Manuel’s parents 
were not supportive of him 
and he was ridiculed most 
of the time. All the scourg-
ing and mockery made him 
feel unwanted and worth-
less. 
 
His life was without a defi-
nite path and direction. He 
realized one day, he needed 
to do something to fix his 
chaotic life. He knew that 
his keen fondness on beauti-
ful things will help him out 
of this hole. He observed 

some of his friends cut hair 
and put on make-up, experi-
ence was indeed Manuel’s 
best teacher. Soon he was 
armed with enough knowl-
edge to put up his own 
beauty parlor. His next big 
hurdle is where to get 
money to kick off his busi-
ness.   
 
His prayers were answered 
when Save-a-Tahanan, Inc. 
set up a chapter in their 
barangay in Malinao, Albay. 
He was very excited and 
signed up for the seminar. 
Acknowledging that this is 
his ticket to the fulfillment 
of his dreams, he made sure 
to follow STI’s rules and 
regulations to the tee. “I was 
really thankful to God for 
sending STI to my rescue. 
They were all a Godsend 

and they made 
me look at life in 
a very different 
perspective. I be-
gan believing in 
myself and the 
goodness of oth-
ers. I purchased 
my tools like 
scissors, mirror, 
and hair dryer 
among others as 
soon as I got the 
monetary assis-
tance from STI.” 
 
He started doing 
home service and slowly 
made a name in their com-
munity. In no time, with the 
help of his new found STI 
family, he was able to set up 
his dream beauty parlor. 
“STI did not only help me 
find my place under the sun 

but also made my family 
accept me for who I am. My 
STI family is my source of 
financial and emotional 
strength,” Manuel con-
cluded beaming with fulfill-
ment and confidence.  

Save A Tahanan, Inc. (STI) is a tax exempt, 510(c)(3) 
non-profit charitable organization founded in 1986 by 
a group of Filipino-Americans based in San Francisco, 
California, a group of seven families originally from 
Calabanga, Camarines Sur. 

Its mission is to mobilize resources to improve the lives 
of families through training and micro-financing and to 
empower them as responsible members of the 
community. 

Its vision is to  promote self-sufficient and stable 
families, leading communities to develop opportunities 
and collective solutions to issues of poverty, and 
upholding respect for all people of economic levels.  
STI believes that a self-sufficient tahanan (home) is the 
foundation of a strong society.  It is guided by the 
principles of sharing and participation that instills 
accountability. 

STI works in close partnership with its target 
beneficiaries, community leaders, and other 
stakeholders to implement its various programs in the 
project areas. 

40343 Robin Street 
Fremont, CA 94538 
 
Tel:  (510) 573-2908 
Fax: (510) 659-8908 
Email: info@save-a-tahanan.org 
Website:  www.save-a-tahanan.org 

SAVE A TAHANAN, INC.  

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 

Your Contribution Will Make a DIFFERENCE 
 

Be a Donor of SAVE A TAHANAN, INC. (STI) and help 
provide opportunities for our underprivileged kababayans 
 
$ 100.00 will sponsor a family with 5 to 6 children 
$    50.00 will start up loan for a mother or father with 1 or 

2 children 
$    20.00 will help with other family development cost 
 
Any amount will help. 
 
Please make your check payable to Save A Tahanan, Inc. 
Your donation is tax-deductible. 

Manuel with a client 


